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Women as a victim of the patriarchal culture  :Shashi Deshpande’s 

point of View 
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Abstract : The field of reading and writing was the domain of the 

male for a long time. It was absolutely unthinkable for a woman even 

to think of education. Ancient Vedic age bears the worth of scholarly 

women – characters like Ghosha, Apala, Vishwabara, Gargi, and 

Maitreyi established their identities in different fields through their educational expertise. After 

the Vedic age the status of women began to diminish. Then followed a long history – there are so 

many ups and downs in the field of women’s reading and writing. Victorian period is 

significantly marked for the development of women’s education. Some women started to write 

using male pseudonyms3 so that the readers would not throw them away because they were 

written by a woman. So, gender politics was there from the beginning but not severely identified 

and focused to a great extent unlike it is done in the 21st century. Still women from the very 

outset were trying to create a space of their own. 
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Contributors to Literature in India :  

Since last many decades literature in India is greatly enriched by the literary contributions of the 

women writers – Kamala Das, Kamala Markandaya, Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, Anita Desai, 

Arundhati Roy, Shashi Deshpande, Jhumpa Lahiri, Shobha De and much more. Each of these 

writers have developed  style of their own – but they have one thing in common- all of them talk 

about women as a category of analysis. Down through the ages, if we study history, we hardly 

find “her” stories, that mean women’s stories (personal narratives) have very little space in the 


